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Greetings from Bishop Suheil Dawani 
 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
It is amazing how fast this summer has passed. It is almost unbelievable!  
Parishes across the Diocese have been very busy with summer programs starting with family 
retreats to special programs for young adults, vacation bible schools and camps for children, 
special scouts programs, and special programs for women; this of course on top of their 
ministry commitments.  
 
I am impressed by the creativity and the hard work of our parish priests and volunteers. 
They were simply amazing.  
 
This edition of the newsletter will focus on bringing news from these parishes of their 
different activities, which I hope you will enjoy! 
 
Also, with the end of the summer break, our schools and educational facilities have reopened for the school 
year, many of which as early as the end of August 2015. Sadly however, two schools did not: Christ School 
in Nazareth and St John’s School in Haifa.  The opening of these two schools was delayed until the 27th of 
September, due to a school strike of Christian schools in Israel.   
 
I share the joy of our almost 7,000 children by sending you all greetings through this newsletter, thanking all 
of our partners and friends in their continued support of the educational process across our Diocesan 
programs and institutions. 
 
Another significant issue which has struck and saddened us was the passing of the Very Reverend Samir 
Hanna Kafity, the twelfth Bishop of the Diocese of Jerusalem. Memorial services were held in Jerusalem, 
Amman and Beirut honoring his life and ministry.  
 
We urge you to continue to pray for our ministry and people in the Middle East. With the situation in Syria 
and the region continue to force men, women and children escape from their homes into the unknown 
through the sea, we pray that peace prevails in our region 
 
Salaam, Peace  

 
+ Suheil Dawani 

August- September 2015 Newsletter  

The Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem 
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Summer Fun Across the Diocese 
 

a Quick Facts- ` 
Reverend Fuad Dagher 
Parish Priest Shefa-Amr 

 
 
 
This past July, we had a superb time with our children during the summer 
camp.  
More than 100 boys and girls participated in activities full of fun, prayers, 
singing and lots of learning in artistic expressions, painting and music.  
The Highlight of our four-week long summer camp was an open day (water 
fun) and a great festival for graduating children from the camp who were 
entertained by a clown. 
Early August, we had the joy of having our annual parish meeting / retreat 
in Tiberias with more than 110 members and friends attending. What a great 
time it has been to celebrate fellowship, worship and fun. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Episcopal Diocese of 
Jerusalem Newsletter 

August - September 2015 
 
 
 

In this issue: 
 

“Summer Fun Across the 
Diocese of Jerusalem” 

From our parish priests: 
 

- Reverend Fuad 
- Reverend Ibrahim 
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- Reverend Bilal 
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“Back to School:  
Greetings from our Children! 

 
 

A Tribute: 
The Very Reverend Bishop 

Samir Hanna Kafity 
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St. Mary in Irbid 
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Reverend Ibrahim Nairouz 
Parish Priest 
Good Shepherd and St Philip Churches 
Nablus and Rafidia 
 
For the past 50 years, our church has actively been engaged in 
developing and leading summer camps for our dear children. 
This year, however, and for the third consecutive year we 
participated in the Nablus Ecumenical joint camp in Nablus and 
Rafidia.  Church leaders come together to plan, implement and 
reflect on the activities. Each of us had the opportunity to 
contribute to the daily program during the camp. This year, 
more than 110 children and 20 camp leaders had a great time 
and an opportunity to meet and get to know children from 
other parishes.  
 
 
Reverend Nael Abu Rahmoun 
Parish Priest  
Christ Church - Nazareth 
 
This summer was quite busy for our children at St Margaret Guesthouse in Nazareth. Like every year, we had the joy 
of gathering children and young adults from the different parishes in the Galilee and Palestinian territories.  

We kicked off the summer with training more than 35 young adults 
from the Nazareth area in leading groups throughout the summer. 
While this might be the first time many of these young adults lead 
children’s groups, it has been critical to accompany and mentor them 
throughout an entire week of training on different issues, especially 
in regard to dealing with children and group dynamics.  
We then launched a series of summer camps all that took place in the 
premises of St Margaret Guest House.  
The first summer camp took place during the month of July and 
focused on 70 young children aged between 7 and 10 who 
participated under the special theme of “I am the Vine, You are the 
Branches”.  
 

The daily program focused on lessons from God’s hymns, fun 
activities and the Holy Eucharist. We were honored to have with us 
volunteers from the Diocese of Southwell & Nottingham (England) 
as part of organizing, leading and enjoying this and the following 
camps (photo right) and two of our dear Diocesan priests Reverend 
Fuad Dagher and Reverend Salim Dawani. 
 

In August and following the first children’s 
camp, we had more fun with 55 middle-age 
school children from all parishes who also 
came for an entire week at St Margaret Guest 
House.  With this group, we also have done 
more artistic works, group discussions, and 
visited neighboring parishes and holy sites in 
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Haifa and the Galilee. We were blessed to have with us Reverend Fadi Diab, Reverend Emad Deibes and Mr. Jamil 
Khader. 
 
A similar program was also designed for the older children, especially those from high school ages from our Diocese.  
More than 50 young men and women came and participated in this special camp. 
 
To conclude the summer in early September, we had the joy of 
having our last summer fun hosted at St Margaret Guest House 
“College Students & Workers Youth Conference 2015” with 30 
university and working young adults from Ramallah, Zebabdeh, 
Ramleh and Reineh came together and reflected on “How to be a 
Disciple of Christ”. We had a superb time with our young people 
with lots of learning, singing, sharing, reflecting and prayer.  
In this camp, we had the joy of having Reverend Hanna Dalleh and 
Rev Samuel Fanous with us.  
 
 
 
Reverend Bilal Habibi 
Parish Priest  
Savior Church - Kufr Yasif 

Not only this summer was extremely busy 
in our parish, but it was abundant with 
infinite blessings on us as a community in 
Kufr Yasif. 
We started the activities with a women’s 
conference in Zebabdeh - Jenin. The two- 
day conference focused on reflection, 
hymns and group discussions on the topic 
“Seeking God’s Heart”.  
What a wonderful opportunity it has been 
to pray, fellowship and learn together. 

 
The highlight of the month of June in our parish has 
been the Middle School Summer Conference. Some 
fifty young men and women spent three days 
reflecting on the topic “Keeping the Faith Despite the 
Challenges around Me”. The questions raised by the 
participants were not always easy to answer, but it 
certainly was an opportunity for them to mature in 
God’s love and grace and to press forward, despite all 
what is happening in the Middle East today. 
 
Three weeks during July, our parish had one of the 
biggest summer camp in the area. More than 350 
boys and girls and 150 young adults participated in 
this special event. Our daily activities with these 
children ranged from fun to educational to spiritual- a very exciting time with these children and youth! 
 
To conclude the summer in August, the parish had a wonderful time in the annual family retreat. Per the request of 
the parishioners, the theme selected for this special time together was “Discerning God’s Will in my Life”. Three days 
were simply not enough and the excitement of the participating families (of more than 150 members) was 
unforgettable. 
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Reverend Faeq Haddad  
Parish Priest  
Redeemer Church - Amman 
 
One of our biggest events this summer was focusing on 
special activities for our Sunday school students. With 
three rounds of camps we were able to enjoy our time 
with more 150 boys and girls during the month of July.  
Special thanks to our dear young volunteers who worked 

tirelessly with these children to help children get the most 
and the best of these fun, spiritual and learning events! 
As we do every year, we cherish and celebrate with our dear 
Tawjih (12th grade) school graduates the end of this period of 
their life and pray with them as they move to higher 
education. This celebration was so much fun for our parish 

as much as it was for these youngsters. 
Also this summer on the 17th of July we celebrated 66 years on the first 
Holy Eucharist conducted in our parish of the Redeemer Church in 
Jabal Amman. We have given thanks for the current ministry in 
Amman and prayed to all of those (Priests, Bishops and people) who 
have sustained this ministry since the day it was started 
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 Back To School Smiles from different Schools and educational facilities throughout the Diocese! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings from 
Arab Episcopal 
School- Irbid, 
Jordan 
School morning 
line up and 
inspiration by the 
Rev Samir Isayed 
 
http://aeschool.o
rg/  
 

Greetings from st George’s School0- Jerusalem, Art Works and preparations for Eid Adha Festivities 
 
  

Greetings from The princess Basma School- Jerusalem  
 
  

http://aeschool.org/
http://aeschool.org/
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A Tribute…  

Archbishop Suheil Dawani's Address at Bishop Samir Kafity’s Memorial Service, St. George's Cathedral  
 

It is with great sadness that we learned of the passing of the Most Reverend Samir Hanna 
Kafity, the retired twelfth Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Jerusalem, President Bishop and 
Primate of Jerusalem   and   the   Middle   East,   and   Bishop-in-Residence at St Bartholomew’s 
Episcopal Church in Poway. He died on the afternoon of August 21 at home after a stroke. He 
was 82 years old. 
 
Bishop Samir was an important part of our Diocese for many years, and even after his 
retirement, he continued to support the ministry of the Diocese in the region. Bishop  Samir  
was  born  on September  21,  1933  in  Haifa, Palestine to  an  Anglican  family.   His childhood 
education was at St. John’s Anglican School in Haifa until 1948 the year of the Nakba, when his 

family left Haifa to Nablus in the West Bank. 
 
He was educated in Beirut, Lebanon at the American University of Beirut and the Near East School of Theology.  He 
was ordained to the priesthood in 1958 at St. George’s Cathedral, Jerusalem. After ministering as Parish Priest there, 
he served at St. Andrew’s, Ramallah; St. Peter’s, Birzeit; and All Saints, Beirut, where he served in the capacity of 
Parish Priest and Archdeacon.  In  1976, he returned to St. George’s Cathedral, Jerusalem  to  be  the  Executive  
Secretary  of  the  Diocesan  Council. 
In  1982, he  became  Coadjutor Bishop  of  Jerusalem  and  in 1984 he  became the  twelfth  Bishop  of the  Anglican  
Diocese  of Jerusalem. For the next 14 years, he served in that position, the second Palestinian Arab to do so. 
As  Bishop,  he  was  instrumental  in  developing  many  of  the  local  institutions  of  the  Diocese.  He served  two  

five-year  terms  as  the  Provincial  President-Bishop  and  Primate  to  Jerusalem,  prior  to his retirement in 1998. 
Bishop  Kafity  was  active  in  local  and  international  ecumenism  through  the  World  Council  of Churches and the 
Middle East Council of Churches, which made him an honorary life president. He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Anglican  Consultative  Council,  where  he  served  in  the  Standing Committee.  He participated in  numerous  
interfaith  committees,  including  the  Royal  Jordanian Committee  in  Jerusalem,  The  Interfaith  Committee  of  
Jerusalem  and  the  Clergy  of  the  Three Faiths for Peace. 
 
He  received  the  Star  of  Bethlehem  from  the  Orthodox  Patriarchate  of  Jerusalem,  was  dubbed  a Knight  of  the  
Holy  Sepulcher  by  the  Greek  Orthodox  Patriarchate,  was  made an  Honorary Chaplain by the Order of St. John, 
was awarded the Royal Jordanian Star, second degree, by King Hussein  and  was  made  a  life  member  of  the  
Supreme  Council  of  the  YMCA.  He was awarded honorary degrees by Virginia Theological Seminary, Dickson 
College and the University of Kent at Canterbury. 
 
 

(L) AB Suheil Dawani presiding the Memorial Service at St George’s Cathedral in Jerusalem. (R) Anglican, Orthodox, Lutheran, 
Catholic clergy participated at the Memorial Service in Jerusalem. 
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In  1998,  Bishop Kafity retired  to  Poway,  California  to  be  close  to  his  daughters  and  served  as  Bishop-in-
Residence at St Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church, Poway. During his  retirement in  the  US, Bishop  Kafity continued 
to  be  active  in  interfaith  and  Middle East issues. After he became  an  American  citizen, he was  made  an  
honorary  colleague  in  the  Episcopal Church’s House of Bishops. 
 
At his first Synod, as a Diocesan Bishop, Bishop Samir opened the Synod with these words: 
“The Tune of Love will enable us to accomplish whatever we can’t without love, Love conquers all things. Love 
transforms all things; love gathers and does not scatter.” 
 
With his love for all people, Bishop Samir took the Diocese from strength to strength, and in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, from glory to glory. It would take books to record the things that he did for his Diocese and his people in the 
Land of the Holy One and across the Diocese. 
 
Above all, he was like a father for all his clergy. I remember with affection my time with him and his family in Beirut in 
the 1970s. Besides being my mentor, Bishop Samir offered me great support and spiritual direction during my 
Theological training. 
Another important station in our lives together, Bishop Samir was delighted to share with me and my family and the 
Diocese the day of my enthronement as the 14th Anglican Bishop in Jerusalem in 2007. Moreover, his dream for the 
Anglican Diocese of Jerusalem to re-instate the Archbishopric in Jerusalem was fulfilled in November of last year, thus 
I became the first indigenous Anglican Archbishop in Jerusalem. 
All our clergy, parishes and institutions join me in offering our sincere and heartfelt condolences and sympathy to 
Najat, Samar and Rula, his grandchildren: Bishara, 
Serene, Michael and Mark, their families and friends 
Kafity, Abed and Salfity families; you are all in our 
thoughts and prayers. Your loss is our loss and grief. 
Next Thursday, I will preside over a memorial service in 
Amman-Jordan and in Beirut the same day.  These will 
be other occasions to celebrate the life of a faithful 
man, a loving husband and dad, a great Deacon, Priest 
and Bishop, who gave all he could for his loved ones and 
his church. 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whose great mercy we have been born anew to a 
living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead (1 Pet. 1:3). 
Give rest, O Christ, to your servant Samir with your saints, where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but 
eternal life. “The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” Amen 
  
++Suheil Dawani 
Anglican Archbishop in Jerusalem 

Clergy and church members at the Memorial Service in Amman Jordan (Photos courtesy of Noursat Jordan) 

Memorial Service in All Saints Church, Beirut 
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News From here and there…   

 
Archbishop Suheil Dawani had the joy of welcoming a group of pilgrims from Episcopal Relief and Development 
(ERD).   
The encounter started at the Diocesan lounge where AB 
Suheil spoke about the ministry of the Episcopal Church 
since its establishment in the Holy Land in 1841; He also 
shared a meal with the group members at the Guest 
House Bistro. 
Archbishop Suheil thanked ERD for their historical 
partnership and for their support of the diocesan 
institutions, especially the Arab Al-Ahli Hospital in Gaza 
and the Holy Land Institute for the Deaf in Salt, Jordan. 
Robert Radtke thanked AB Suheil for his time and for the 
opportunity to be with the pilgrims and presented him 
with a special Bishop’s gift for ERD’s 75th anniversary. 
(August 2015) 
 

Pilgrimage Group from St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church met with His Grace Archbishop 
Suheil Dawani  
The group, led by Canon John Peterson, 
former Dean of St. George’s College, visited 
AB Suheil and enjoyed a dinner together.  
Archbishop Suheil expressed his gratitude for 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church for their kind 
donation to the Diocese. St. Mark’s received 
funds through selling olive oil from Canaan 
and carvings from Bethlehem. 
(September 2015) 

 
 
AB Suheil Visits St. Luke’s Hospital, Nablus 
His Grace inspected the ongoing renovation works of the 
main entrance and the emergency exit of the Hospital. He 
also visited the Hospital’s various departments where he was 
provided with progress updates. The administration of the 
Hospital updated his Grace about the preparation for the 
commencement of the renovation of the first floor, especially 
the Intensive Care Unit. 
(September 2015) 
 

 
 
 
 

Mrs Farideh Shatarah, Director of the Elderly Home in Al Ashrafieh, Amman- 
Jordan celebrates 50 years of service in the Home.  
Rev George Kopti, Pastor of St Paul’s Church in Ashrafieh celebrates with 
Farideh and the residents of the Home this special event!  
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Reverend David Longe Appointed as the New Chaplain to Archbishop Suheil 
 
The Most Reverend Suheil Dawani, Anglican Archbishop in Jerusalem and Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Jerusalem 
and the Middle East, is pleased to announce the appointment of the Reverend David Longe as his Chaplain.  David 
commenced work on 01 September 2015. 
 
David was ordained Deacon in the Diocese of Southwark in 2009, and Priest 
in 2010.  From 2009 to 2015, he served, first as a Curate, and then as an 
Associate Priest in the North Lambeth Parish, an inner-city parish in London.  
Here his ministry included working with gang-members, vice-chairing the 
local ecumenical committee, and chairing a project that helped ex-offenders 
and marginalized individuals re-integrate into society through employment 
and self-employment.  Prior to ordination, he worked in London as a lawyer, 
specializing in the Human Rights and Asylum Law, with a particular interest in 
representing detained asylum applicants.   
 
He is married to Sara, a violinist, and they have three children, Rex, Alexandra and John.  David’s new role will focus 
on supporting the Archbishop in his mission and ministry, representing and accompanying the Archbishop throughout 
the Diocese, aiding the Archbishop’s work on peace and reconciliation, providing a link with the Anglican Communion, 
and when possible welcoming pilgrims and participating in the life and worship of St. George’s Cathedral.   
 
David will also be tasked to help the Living Stones (the indigenous Christians: Luke 19:40), who face tremendous 
pressure in the region.  
(September 2015) 
 

 
Diocese of Jerusalem bids John and Jane Hanson Farewell!  
After almost three years of volunteering service to the Diocese of Jerusalem, 
John and Jane Hanson decided to move back to their home in the UK. During 
their time at the Diocese, John supported Dean Husam in the ministry of the St 
George’s Cathedral and Jane helped in both the Dean’s office and the AB’s 
offices. 
John and Jane, thank you for all that you have done while you were here 
You will be greatly missed! Godspeed- 
(July 2015) 
 

 
Inauguration of Renovated Children’s Rehabilitation Section at 
Princess Basma Centre 
Under the patronage of Archbishop Suheil Dawani, Princess 
Basma Centre for Children with Disabilities inaugurated the 
recently-renovated Children’s Rehabilitation Section at the 
Centre. This Section will continue to provide quality and 
comprehensive services to children and their families in a holistic 
way; It is composed of rooms for Music Therapy, Speech 
Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy, as well as a 
Sensory Room, one of the few and most advanced in the 
country. 
(July / Aug 2015) 
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From our parishes 

 
Parish of Santa Maria / Irbid, Jordan  
By Reverend Samir Esaid Parish Priest  
 
It is a joy to be able to send my warmest greetings and greetings from our parish to all of our dear 
Newsletter readers from the city of Irbid, the Parish of Santa Maria.  
 
Irbid is the biggest city in the Irbid governorate, which is the second largest metropolitan area in 
Jordan after Amman. It is located on the northern ridge of the Hashemite Kingdom.  
 

 
5 years…  
 
With the parish, this year we were excited to celebrate five 
years of the inauguration of the new Parish building… 
 
After celebration of the Holy Eucharist, we praised God for the 
new building and the new space, beautiful area that allows our 
community to worship together and we thank the Lord for 
allowing us to build this new church.  
 
 
Strong Presence in Ecumenical Efforts   

 
I have had the pleasure to participate with other religious leaders in 
Irbid’s committee for the opening of the new Christian cemetery in 
Irbid District.  
 
This step comes as a conclusive effort of all Christian denominations, 
especially to all parishioners in the city who donated money.  
 
This is a great sign that Irbid continues to have Christian thriving 
parishes and ecumenical spirit!  
 
 

 
 
Women’s Annual Meeting… Strong Participation by Irbid Parish 
 
A significant role and presence of the Irbid Santa Maria Parish was felt at the annual meeting of the Episcopal Women 
in Amman, Jordan. The one-day workshop started with a Holy Communion presided by AB Suheil and assisted by 
Canon Fa’eq Haddad, Rector of the Redeemer Church, and 
Faris Naoum. 
 
These meetings provide an opportunity for women from 
different parishes of the Diocese to come together as 
leaders, activists and world changers to meet, enjoy their 
time together and learn. 
 
This year, the Guest Speaker, Ms. Reem El Far, a delegate of 
the Province of Jerusalem, attended the Commission on the 
Status of Women (CSW) and was asked to share her 
experience in the annual meeting.  
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Pray with Us: 
 
+ For Peace in Jerusalem in light of the recent escalations in the city and the West Bank that Peace prevails and 

an immediate halt of violence and that both Israelis and Palestinians solve the root cause of this violence. 
 
+ For the refugees who have fled their homes and communities torn by wars in Iraq and Syria. Pray especially 

for those who face uncertainty while crossing the sea towards Europe. Pray for the peace of mind for those 
who were hosted by countries around the world. 

 
+ For the Christian schools in Israel who went on strike for almost a month that the Ministry of Education sees 

their importance and the role they play not merely as unofficial schools, but also as educational institutions 
whose generations can serve as instruments of peace in the present and the future. 

   
 

  

 

More stories and information are available at: www.j-diocese.org Email enquiries to: info@j-diocese.org 

Donations may be sent to: The Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem, PO Box 19122, Jerusalem, 91191  

 

The Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem, a Diocese of the worldwide Anglican Communion, extends 

over five countries (Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Palestine and Israel) within the Province of 

Jerusalem and the Middle East. There are 27 parishes that minister the needs of their 

communities, centered on the Cathedral Church of St. George the Martyr in Jerusalem. The 

Church supports 33 institutions, which include hospitals, clinics, kindergartens and schools, 

vocational training programs, as well as institutions for the deaf, the disabled and the elderly, 

reaching out to interfaith neighbors in mutual respect and cooperation.   

 

 

 

 

 

Let us know what you think? 
 
Send us your feedback to info@j-diocese.org or Jerusalemdiocesenewsletter@gmail.com 
 

 

http://www.j-diocese.org/
mailto:info@j-diocese.org
mailto:info@j-diocese.org
mailto:Jerusalemdiocesenewsletter@gmail.com

